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ABSTRACT

Commissioned by Edouard Claerhout for Belgian cellist Marie Hallynck, Olympus Mons is a concerto
for violoncello and orchestra in two movements with a total duration of approximately 30 minutes. The
orchestral forces consist of piccolo, 2 flutes, 2 oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets in B-flat, 2 bassoons,
contrabassoon, 4 French horns in F, 3 trumpets in C, 2 tenor trombones, 1 bass trombone, 1 tuba, 1 piano
(+celesta), 3 percussion and a string orchestra of amble size to balance the above wind, keyboard and
percussion forces.

Olympus Mons is dedicated to two giants of contemporary music: Sofia Gubaidulina and Henri
Dutilleux, hence its bipartite structure. The piece is paying homage to these two older composers but does
not quote directly from their music nor does he make stylistic references to them. The only, albeit veiled,
quotation in Olympus Mons is from a chorale by Johann Sebastian Bach, who arguably represents the
Olympian summit of classical music and who in a metaphorical manner raises onto himself the two
dedicatees. The title of the composition refers to the Martian mountain Olympus Mons, which is the tallest
mountain in our Solar System, three times taller than Mount Everest. Drawing a parallel between these two
great composers, two great peaks in the world of musical composition, and the tallest mountain in our solar

system is an apt metaphor, particularly since the music of this concerto is an homage to their geniuses.
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OLYMPUS MONS (PART I & II): INSTRUMENTATION

Woodwinds:
Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets in B flat
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

Brass:
4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone

Tuba

Piano, Celesta (1 performer)

Percussion (Timpani+3 performers):

Strings:
Violins |

Violins 1
Violas
Violoncellos
Double Basses

Harp

Timpani, Bass Drum, 5 Tom Toms, 5 Roto-toms, Brake Drum, Large Tam Tam, Crotales,
Glockenspiel, Chimes, Xylophone, Vibraphone, Marimba, Suspended Cymbal, Crush Cymbals,
Triangle, Whip, Flexatone, 5 Wood Blocks, 5 Temple Blocks.

The following score is notated in C. Standard octave transpositions apply.

PARTS I & II may be performed separately at 16 & 14 minutes respectively.

DURATION: ca. 30 min.

Performance materials are available

through the composer:
eugeneastapov(@gmail.com

ea@juilliard.edu



TO EDOUARD CLAERHOUT

OLYMPUS MONS
CONCERTO FOR CELLO AND ORCHESTRA

PART I

THIS SCORE IS IN C

EUGENE ASTAPOV
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